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"Extraordinary . . . a majestic evocation of the Pacific Northwest, in which elements of feminism,
tall tales, the nature of the creative process, and the bottomless magic of the American
wilderness are expertly woven into one exquisite artifact, a glowing gift to the reader." —
Carolyn See

Questions for Discussion

We hope the following questions will stimulate discussion for reading groups and for every
reader provide a deeper understanding of Wild Life.

1. In what ways — in her behavior as a mother and her relationships with the townspeople, for
example — does Charlotte Bridger Drummond defy convention? How are the conventions that
she defies similar to or different from those faced by independent women today?

2. The very first of Charlotte’s diary entries that we read — dated three months after her
deepwoods adventure, and out of chronological sequence — is, "To write, | have decided, is to
be insane." How does this judgment affect our response to all that follows? In what ways, and in
what contexts, do issues of sanity and insanity arise?

3. "l can amuse and digress with the best of them," Charlotte says of herself, "and have an
imagination that gives way to no man." What sets her imagination apart from the imaginations
of others, and how do its workings become known? If Charlotte prizes the imagination to the
extent she claims, why does she insist upon finding rational explanations for everything? How
might the combination of Charlotte’s "energetic imagination” and "a certain giddiness" and
"relish for adventure™ predispose her to her experiences in the forest?

4. With what details does Gloss provide a sense of the landscape, economy, and life of
southwest Washington at the turn of the twentieth century?

5. How do the various quotations that Gloss intersperses throughout Charlotte’s account
illuminate the major themes of the novel or enhance our understanding of the motivations and
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