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• Questions for Discussion
• Edna O'Brien on Writing, Writers, and Herself
• About the Author

• A National Bestseller & a Book Sense '76 Title

"A page-turning narrative . . . as wildly beautiful and windswept as the 
country of her fiction." —Elle

"O'Brien is a storyteller, an Irish storyteller, one of an ancient tradition of 
storytellers, people who tell the truth." —Thomas Cahill, Los Angeles Times 
Book Review

"Beautiful and lush . . . a precise, poetic recollection of a distant world" 
—New York Times Book Review

With the arrival of Michael Bugler's newfangled tractor, and of Mick Bugler 
himself, fresh from Australia to claim his family heritage, life on the mountain 
of Slieve Clochan and in the village of Cloontha is changed forever. And 
Joseph Brennan's relationship with the fields, bogs, and woods of the 
mountain he calls his own is also transformed–as is the conventional, home- 
and church-bound life of Joseph's younger sister, Breege.

Edna O'Brien's masterly novel recounts the tragically rapid and life-altering 
demise of relations between Joe Brennan and Mick Bugler, "the warring sons 
of warring sons," on a tradition-bound mountain in tradition-bound western 
Ireland. With her inimitable gift for illuminating individual and social conflict 
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