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Questions for Discussion

Questions to think about and answer before reading the book:

What is race? What is ethnicity? What is nationality?
What race are you? What ethnicity are you? What nationality are you?
What do your answers to these questions mean to you personally?
What role does race play in your life? Why do you think race plays this role?

Questions to think about while reading specific sections of the book:

Introduction and Chapter 1: The End of Evolution

At various points in the book Olson makes very big claims (for example, 
"Every single one of the 6 billion people on the planet today is descended 
from the small group of anatomically modern humans who once lived in 
eastern Africa"). Some of these claims are in fact contentious, as the note on 
page 242 indicates. In writing about "the human pageant" as a "saga of 
immense grandeur" does Olson oversimplify his case?

Chapter 2: Individuals and Groups

What are the scientific grounds Olson provides for arguing that race has no 
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