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“[Fitzgerald’s] dry, shrewd,
sympathetic, and sharply
economical books are almost
disreputably enjoyable . . .
You can breathe the air and
taste the water”

— Michael HofmannNew
York Times Book Review

PL m"lil‘l! d.ll:ln][-t'u'll

ISBN 0-395-47804-9  $11.00
144pp. + 5 1/X 8 1/4

“[Fitzgerald] relishes

absurdities . . . is full of

sharp observations and

inventions, and is very

funny.”

— Anthony Thwaite,
The Observer
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OFFSHORE

BOOKER PRIZE WINNER

“A marvellous achievement: supple, humane, ripe, generous and gracefu
— Bernard LevinSunday Times

Offshoreis set in the 1960s among the houseboats that rise and f
with the tide of the Thames on London’s Battersea Reach. Livin
between land and water, the boat owners, whose craft range fron
shipshape converted minesweeper to a leaky barge, feel that tt
belong to neither. Richard Barnes is an ex-naval reservist whose al
giance to order and efficiency make him the group’s unofficial leade
Nenna James, who is drawn to Richard, still loves her estranged h
band, Edward, and tries to manage her two spunky daughters. A
Maurice, a male prostitute, is a sympathetic friend to all.

Penelope Fitzgerald guides her charming cast of eccentri
through a series of mishaps and muddles. Along the way, we &
treated to Fitzgerald’s trademark wit, deft characterization, and vivi
scene settingdffshoreis “dazzling . . . the novelistic equivalent of a
Turner watercolor”\ashington Pokt

—THE GATE OF ANGELS——

BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST

“Delights, amuses, disturbs and provokes reflection, in equal measure.
— Allan Massie Scotsman

Cambridge University in 1912 is on the threshold of world-chang
ing discoveries in physics. Young, rational Fred Fairly, a countn
clergyman’s only son, is a junior fellow at the university's smalles
college, St. Angelicus, closed to women for 500 years. Fred’s exp
riences — with family, colleagues, and the mysterious, beautift
Daisy Saunders, who literally crashes into his life — bring him intc
a wider world and to some drastic modifications of his diehar
beliefs and ambitions.

In this luminous, dexterous novel, Fitzgerald applies he
incomparable talent to building a story from apparently irreconcil
able strands, from the metaphysical to the religious, with ample my
tery, romance, and history thrown in. Atoms and ghosts, angels a
villains, certainty and chance, love and jealousy, reason and ima
nation, all figure prominently in Fitzgerald’s world. And a collision
between any two of them can change the course of a life, or of li
itself. The Gate of Angelsontains more wit, intelligence and feel-
ing than many novels three times its length” (Michael Ratcliffe).
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FOR DISCUSSION

We hope thedllowing questions will stimlate discussiondr reading
groups and for every reader provide a deper undestanding of
Offshore andThe Gde of Angels.

OFFSHORE

1.

Wha might be the signifance of the titleOffsho, other than its
obvious eference to Wing on houskods? In vha ways mg
Nenna,Richard, Maurice, andWillis all be dhamlacteized as being
“offshore”? In contast,how is life “onshoe” portrayed?

. We lean tha “Nennas dtitude to tuth was fexible and moe like

Willis’ s than Ribad’s” What are Nennas, Willis’ s, Richad’s, and
Maurice’s dtitudes tovard the“truth”? Do their &itudes tovard the
truth change?

. There ae repeded eferences to thebb and food of the iver’s tide

Wha are some xamples of hav these luctuaing curents miror
the stoy’s events and thetmmactes’ lives?

. Wha prevents Nenna &m reuniting with Edvard? In wha ways

might both Nenna and &ard be esponsike for their living goart?

. Fitzgerald wiites tha “the bage-dwellers . . . vould hare liked to be

more respecthle than thg were . . . But a céain failure, distress
ing to themseles,to be like other people caused them to sinkkbac

. . into the rmd mooings of the ged tideway.” How do Nenna,
Maurice, Willis, and &en Ridhard embod tha “certain failure”
and vha prevents them fom rectifying their situdons?

. In wha ways do the names and conditions of thetbealord Jim,

Grace DreadnoughtMaurice, and the other— reflect the avners’
personalities and Vies?

. Maurice sgs to Nenna;T her isnt one kind of hppinessther’s

all kinds. Decision is tonent fr aryone with ima@ination.” Wha
detes the baractes from making decisions andeliencing hg-
piness2Vhy might making a decision eorment br aryone with
imagination”?

. What ironies emege in the ngel’s final scenes?

THE GATE OF ANGELS

1.

Fitzgerald has said thiashe oiginally wanted to call this nel
Mistakes Made # Scientistsin what ways would thd title be @pro-
priate? In vwha ways isThe Gae of Angelsappropriate?
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2. The stoy opens with a pmerful stom tha tums peopletrees,
and @en cavs topsy-tuvy. In what ways does this kind ofan
dom disoder, in which people and thingsogquite contary to all
their expeiience” recur thoughout the book?

3. Wha are some of the diérences beteen Fed’s life in Cambidge
and Daisys life in south London®hat are the oppdunities open
to men and wmen in Edvardian England?o wha extent does
social ¢ass shpe these opparnities?

4. Fitzgerald has said thihe peiod of her neel, “when the wole
contioversy @out mind and bodwas eally a its height, is of
“vely gred interest’to her as a neelist and a Chstian.Wha does
Fitzgerald male of the corlict between eligion and science and
that between &ith and eason? In Wa ways might this corlict be
different todg?

5. Fred and Dais¥ collision with thedmer’s wagon and theeasult
ing nev arangement hae paellels with the collisions oftamic
paticles.Wha other paallels ist between the ne physics and
the darmactes’ lives?

6. We lean tha Fred“felt tha luck and ®iance should & no place
in science’or, it is implied, in life. Wha events and obseations
lead Fed to dang his mind?

7. After James Eldes departure from Bladfriars, the nevspaper
headline isMystery of ‘Ministering Angel,” cleally a reference to
Daisy In wha ways does the titléMinistering Angel” fit Daisy?
What other allusions to amis gopear in the neel?

8. In his adlress to his studentBred insists th&‘there is no difer-
ence vhaever betveen scienti€ thought and alinaly thought . . .
all thinking is done in mcise) the same way . . . dont, as scien
tists, believe you ae arything extraodinary. Don't allow yourself
for a moment to€fel aything like contempt dr those vinose
minds work differently from your owvn. Their minds in &ct dont
work differently from your ovn . . .The impotant thing is thaa
new idea should deslop out of vihat is alread/ thele so thait soon
becomes an old acquaintarice wha ways does this stament
sum up the neel?

9. How is it gppropriate tha Daisy Saunderis the irst woman eer
to enter StAngelicus? Hav can we &plain the southest gte’s
being left open —dr only the thid time in fve centuies — on
this paticular evening?What is the signiicance of the neel’s
ending with a bance act of mey and taiity that violates tadr
tion and leads to amantic eunion of Daisy andred?
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——— PENELOPE HTZGERALD ——

Penelope Rzgerald pubished her ifst novel, The Golden
Child (1977),when she s sixty yas old and has pub
lished eight otherin the tventy yeass since therAlways a
favorite of ciitics in England and the United $tg, she

remained little knan to a g@nerl American audience until

Mariner Books pulished her mostacent ngel, The Blue
Flower, as a pperba& original in 1997 A finalist for the
National Book Citics Circle Award and the oyl pgperbak

among eleen books named an EdigdChoice ly the New
York Times Book Raew, The Blue Flover was hailed ¥ the
New York Timesas“a quite astonishing book, mastepiece”

This actaimed nwelist is no longr the best dépt secet in
Amelican pultishing.

Fitzgerald's second neel, The Bookshophas also
made itsifstAmerican gpeaance in a n® Mariner edition
and was cited lg theBoston Globeas“a brilliant little book
... it is peréct’ Celébrated for her wit,keen peception,

and econom of languae, Fitzgerald “is, almost sentence

for sentence. . . the inest Bitish writer alive” (Richad

Eder Los AngelesTimeg. Few writers ofer sud an aten

sive range of dharactes and settings with shocompelling
detail and insightWhether e-creding eighteenth-centyr
Gemary, Edwardian Englandpre-Revolutionaly Russiapr

Italy in the 1950sFitzgerald leavens her neels with humaoy
cham, ambiguity and peréct pitd. She hings eery char

acter and od to viid life. As Anita Brookner has sajd
“No writer is moe engging than Rnelope Kzgerald”
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FOR FURTHER READING

Mariner Books with
available Reader’s Guides:

An Ameican RequiemGod My Father, and theWar
that Came Beteen Us James Caoll
ISBN 0-395-85993-X « $12.00
Readers Guide:ISBN 0-395-86943-9

Agquamaine « Camwol Anshav

ISBN 0-395-87755-5 « $11.00

Seven Movese Caol Anshav

ISBN 0-395-87756-3 « $11.00
Dual Reades Guide:ISBN 0-395-88519-1

The Blue Flover - Penelope Fzgerald
ISBN 0-395-85997-2 « $12.00
The Bookshop Penelope kKzgerald
ISBN 0-395-86946-3 » $10.00
Dual Reades Guide:lSBN 0-395-88518-3

Dakota: A Spiitual Gea@raphy  Kathleen Noris
ISBN 0-395-71091-X « $12.00
Readers Guide:ISBN 0-395-86944-7

The Distance fim the Hearof Thingse Ashley Warlick
ISBN 0-395-86031-8  $12.00
Readers Guide:SBN 0-395-86945-5
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