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——KATHLEEN NORRIS=—

Kathleen Norris was born in Washington, D.C., and grew up “all
over,” but spent most of her childhood summers in Lemmon, South
Dakota. After high school in Honolulu and college in Vermont, she
worked as arts administrator at the Academy of American Poets. In
1971, she published her first book of poeRadling Off, which was
followed by three other volumes, includiktpw | Came to Drink

My Grandmother’s PianandThe Year of Common Thingshe has

also edited_eaving New York: Writers Look Back collection of
essays and poems by various New York writers.

Several years ago she returned to her grandparents’ farm in
Lemmon, where she finds, as do many writers, that she must put
together a crazy-quilt of jobs to make a living—writing and review-
ing, managing her family’s ranch and a small cable television com-
pany, and appearing as an artist in the schools for the North Dakota
Council on the Arts.

Her most recent book Ehe Cloister Walk

A CONVERSATION WITH KATHLEEN NORRIS

WHAT IS A “SPIRITUAL GEOGRAPHY'?

At its Greek root, geography means “writing about a place,” and
the vast, almost sculptured landscape of the western Dakotas has
a spiritual quality that | couldn’t ignore. “Spiritual geography”
also describes the way a place shapes people’s attitudes, beliefs,
myths. The spiritual geography of the Plains is complex. But
the stark beauty of the land—its strength—also inspires strength
in people, in part because it reminds us of human limits. | believe
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FURTHER READING

Beyond the BedyvomWall « Larry Woiwode
The Bones of Plentylsois Phillips Hudson
The DaknessAround Us Is Deg: Selected &ms sWilliam Staford
Deset Notes *Bary Lopez
Giants in the Eah « Ole Rohagy
Love Medicine 1 ouise Edrich
Lake Wobegon Days «Garison Keillor
My Antonia sWilla Cather
O Pionees! « Willa Cather
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek *Annie Dillard
PrairyErth « William Least He&Moon
Rising fom the Plains dohn McPhee
The Solace of Open SpaceGretel Ehfich
This House of Sk Landscaes of a\esten Mind ¢lvan Doig
Walden *Henty David Thoreau
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