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Questions for Discussion

We hope the following questions will stimulate discussion for reading groups and
provide a deeper understanding of Constantine's Sword for every reader.

1. "Here is the question a Christian must ask," Carroll insists. "Does our
assumption about the redemptive meaning of suffering, tied to the triumph of
Jesus Christ and applied to the Shoah, inevitably turn every effort to atone for the
crimes of the Holocaust into a claim to be the masters of Jews in the other world?"
Why must a Christian confront this question? How do you answer that question?
How does Carroll answer it?

2. "The Shoah throws many things into relief," Carroll writes; "the human capacity
for depravity, the cost of ethnic absolutism, the final inadequacy both of religious
language and of silence. But it also highlights the imprisonment of even
well-meaning Christians inside the categories with which we approach death and
sin. Christian faith can seem to triumph over every evil except Christian
triumphalism." What does Carroll mean by the phrase "Christian triumphalism"?
How does Christian triumphalism relate to the first two sentences of this
quotation?

3. "The Final Solution was a contradiction of everything Christianity stands for,"
Carroll declares. Yet one of the main arguments of his book is that Christianity
was a determining factor in the Shoah. What connections between Christian
history and the Shoah does Carroll identify and emphasize? To what extent is he
justified, or not, in insisting upon a connective relationship as opposed to a
causative relationship?

4. Carroll straightforwardly states, "I presume to measure the sweep of history
against the scope of my own memory." How acceptable or unacceptable is this
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