
The classic bestseller is now the major 
motion picture of the year!

The classic bestseller is now the major 
motion picture of the year!

Stars Academy Award–winner TOM HANKS

June:

September:

The Polar Express trailer attached
to Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban and other summer
event films

Heavy trailer and poster exposure
(media, radio, print, online)

Major Warner Bros. 
publicity blitz

October:

October 12:

November:

National laydown date for
Houghton Mifflin movie 
tie-in program

Major campaigns and products
launched by Warner Bros. 
Partners— Kraft, Pepsi/Frito-Lay,
USPS, Hallmark, Lionel, 
and others

The Polar Express from Warner 
Bros. Pictures opens nationwide

November 19:

Houghton Mifflin $500,000 
Marketing Campaign

• National advertising

• National publicity
Coast-to-coast author tour, including New York, 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, Portland, 

Chicago, Houston, Dallas, Boston

• Museum shows

• Launch of www.polarexpress.com, 
June 2004, activity sheets, teacher materials, 

links for www.chrisvanallsburg.com, Warner Bros., 

and other promotional partners

• Major Promotions with ALA, NEA

• Major Presence at BEA, 
regional trade shows, ALA, 
educator shows

• Co-Promotions with Kraft, 
Pepsi/Frito-Lay,
Hallmark

• High-Impact display material including 
store signage, posters, bookmarks, 
floor and counter displays

Houghton Mifflin $500,000 
Marketing Campaign

62-copy 
Mixed Floor Display: 
Train is die cut, three-dimensional
effect. Small pockets hold full-color
bookmarks.  
Book tray = 19" side x 44" high.
Base = 15" x 15"
Total overall width 27"
(side panels angle
back, visible from
both sides)
Total height=68"

Features 1 Pocket of
each of the following
quantities:
12 copies, 
Polar Express 
classic edition
10 copies, 
Junior Novel
4 copies,
Shadowbook
8 copies, 
Deluxe Storybook
8 copies,
Keepsake Book
8 copies,
Early Reader
6 copies each 
Board Books

ISBN 0-618-49243-7
$556.90

10-copy Counter  
Display—Classic Book
ISBN 0-618-02561-8
$189.50

Houghton Mifflin Company  www.polarexpress.com

Opening in theaters nationwide on November 10, 2004 

2004 Motion Picture Countdown



The Polar Express (1985)

Written and illustrated by 
CHRIS VAN ALLSBURG

The Polar Express has become a cherished holiday classic, 
with five million copies sold worldwide, and has solidified 
Chris Van Allsburg’s place as America’s most innovative 
contemporary storyteller.

The Polar Express Gift Set (2004)

Written and illustrated by
CHRIS VAN ALLSBURG
Narrated by LIAM NEESON

The classic holiday favorite is now available in a
newly designed gift package, featuring a dramatic
reading by Liam Neeson  (on both cassette and
compact disk), a hardcover copy of The Polar
Express, and a keepsake bell with ribbon.

with 
full-color
poster 

Houghton Mifflin Company  www.polarexpress.com

111/4 x 9 • 32 pages  
All Ages • $18.95 
0-395-38949-6 
Picture Book

117/8 x 151/4 x 1 11/4
All Ages • $25.00 
0-618-47797-7 
Gift Set

The Polar Express Movie Tie-in Publishing Program

National Laydown Date: National Laydown Date: October 12, 2004.  

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

Trip to the North Pole  
A Junior Novel
by Ellen Weiss  

Straight from the silver
screen, the story of The Polar
Express, with an eight-page
color insert of movie scenes.

Ages 8–12 • Grades 3–7 • 128 pages 
5 1/2 x 7 1/4 • $4.99 • 0-618-47790-X
Paperback Fiction

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

The Magic Journey
Deluxe Storybook

A full-color illustrated 
picture book retelling of 
the movie screenplay, with a
full-color poster.

Ages 4–8 • PreK–Grade 3 
48 pages • 8 x 10
$9.99 • 0-618-47788-8 
Paper-over-board Picture Book

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

Keepsake 
Memory Book

The perfect movie souvenir,
this lushly illustrated book
includes fun facts, holiday
projects, songs, and games.

All Ages • 32 pages • 9 x 10
$5.99 • 0-618-47789-6 
Paperback Picture Book

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

The Journey Begins
An Early Reader

For Polar fans who are just
beginning to read on their
own, this book starts readers
on an incredible journey.

Ages 4–7 • PreK–Grade 3 
48 pages • 6 x 9
$3.99 • 0-618-47795-0 
Paperback Early Reader

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

Shadowbook
An Interactive Shadow-
casting Bedtime Story

In this innovative book, read
about the train trip to the
North Pole and project six 
beautiful scenes on your wall.
Flashlight not included.
All Ages • 6 pages 
7 1/4 x 10 1/4
$14.99 • 0-618-47793-4 
Spiral Bound Novelty Book 

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

All Aboard the Polar
Express

This train shaped board book
brings the Polar Express to the
youngest child.

Ages 0-3 • PreK • 12 pages • 5 x 5
$4.99 • 0-618-47792-6 • Board Book

THE POLAR EXPRESS THE MOVIE

The Gift of Christmas

6 die-cut spreads focus on the
Bell and its magical journey
from Santa’s sleigh to under the
tree.

Ages 0-3 • PreK • 12 pages • 5 x 5
$4.99 • 0-618-47791-8 • Board Book

Houghton Mifflin Company  www.polarexpress.com

All Movie Tie-in titles and classic The Polar Express 
are included in floor display; see next page.
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Chris Van Allsburg Master Storyteller

Twenty-five years ago, Chris Van Allsburg burst onto the 
children’s book scene with the groundbreaking Garden of Abdul
Gasazi. He quickly followed with the equally remarkable 
The Polar Express, for which he won his second Caldecott Medal. 
Van Allsburg is one of the most celebrated authors working in
children’s publishing. He has created fifteen awe-inspiring books
for which he’s earned numerous awards, including two Caldecott
Medals, a Caldecott Honor, and seven New York Times Best
Illustrated Books of the Year designations.

Over the course of his stellar career, Van Allsburg’s books 
have never failed to fascinate the intellect, pique the senses, and
emphasize the power of imagination. Each one showcases his
unfettered imagination, “a place where an ordinary world of 
comfort and regularity meets a world of fantasy, magic, and
sometimes even menace.”

For a complete list of Chris Van Allsburg’s books, please see page 70 in the catalog.

Design not final.


