The Indo-European Family of Languages

The Indo-European family of languages, of which English is one member, is
descended from the prehistoric Proto-Indo-European language, which was spo-
ken in an as yet unidentified area between eastern Europe and the Aral Sea
around the fifth millennium B.C. This chart displays the genetic relationships
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among the principal languages of the Indo-European family and loosely suggests
their geographic distribution. The European branches are shown in somewhat
fuller detail than the Asian ones, and in the Germanic group, to which English
belongs, the intermediate historic phases of the languages are also shown. Extinct
languages are in italics. A table of the principal Indo-European sound correspon-
dences appears on pages 146—147.
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