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and Jason Wilson, series editor

"Destinations range from Bolivia to the Sahara. It's a captivating literary anthology that can be 
enjoyed on location or in the oft-mentioned armchair." — Publishers Weekly

"Dazzles with its fantastic variety." — Kirkus Reviews

About the Book 

Now in its third year as a best-selling addition to Houghton Mifflin's Best American series, The 
Best American Travel Writing 2002 features some of the most compelling and entertaining travel 
writing pieces published last year, taking readers on enlightened journeys to destinations near 
and far around the world.

Giving vital new life to armchair travel for 2002 are humorist and best-selling author David 
Sedaris on God and airports; novelist Kate Wheeler on dangerous Bolivian festival; award-
winning author André Aciman on the eternal pleasures of Rome; and many others writing on 
subjects that are sure to captivate the imagination and entertain the senses.

In her introduction to this splendid new anthology, guest editor Frances Mayes writes: "In The 
Best American Travel Writing 2002, 'travel' is an adjective. 'Writing' is the most vital word in the 
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title. There are as many reasons to travel as there are travelers. For a writer interested in place, 
the subject can be any dot on the map. One goes to a war zone, one takes a wildflower walk, 
one experiences a gun at the temple, one trails a foot off a sailboat in aquamarine waters. Only 
the writing will reveal who traveled furthest."

About the Editors 

Frances Mayes is the author of the phenomenal bestseller Under the Tuscan Sun: At Home in 
Italy and of Bella Tuscany: The Sweet Life. She is an inveterate traveler who lives in residences 
in San Rafael, California, and Cortona, Italy.

Jason Wilson is a travel writer whose work has appeared in Condé Nast Traveler, Hemispheres, 
the Washington Post, Travel and Leisure, and the New York Times. His writing has earned him 
three Lowell Thomas Awards, among others. He lives in Haddonfield, New Jersey.
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