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WEMDBY LESSER

"Damn. Some people get all the great ideas. Occasionally, though more
rarely, an idea even gets exactly the right person. Both have managed to
happen in this happy instance. Wendy Lesser's Nothing Remains the Same is
an inspired intellectual romp: part memoir, part criticism, though actually a
bracing, larkish reinvention of them both." — Lawrence Weschler, author of
the Pulitzer Prize—winning Mr. Wilson's Cabinet of Wonder

"Sometimes we have the notion that a book is like a can of peas—once
opened, devoured, it is finished. Good books are never finished; they change,
they evolve, like living creatures, with each reading. It is this interaction of
reader and text which Wendy Lesser explores in her brilliant new book, an
enthralling, profound, and high-spirited blend of autobiography, literary
analysis, and self-analysis. Nothing Remains the Same has sent me, as it will
send many readers, back to rereading their favorite books, discovering how
they have changed, and discovering themselves in the process." — Oliver
Sacks

Introduction

Revisiting her favorite books after the passage of twenty or thirty years,
Wendy Lesser is stirred by the changes she finds—in the books, in herself,
and in the wider world. If Nothing Remains the Same: Rereading and
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