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"Although absolute proof for or against the authenticity of the [Boston Snake]
Goddess is elusive (and illusive), the combined evidence of history, style,
iImagery, technique, and science suggests that she . . . is a modern work." —
Kenneth Lapatin

Introduction

In 1914, Boston's Museum of Fine Arts acquired a remarkable six-inch-tall
gold and ivory statuette, reputedly from Knossos, on Crete, that has been
described as the most refined and precious relic of Minoan civilization. But
what is this statuette really? In Mysteries of the Snake Goddess, a compelling
real-life archaeological detective story, Kenneth Lapatin contends that this
and other famous artifacts in museum collections around the world are very
likely fakes. He examines several suspicious elements that suggest that the
figures are almost certainly forgeries; their ivory and gold are of the wrong
period, for one thing, and the stories of their origins are inconsistent and
problematic.

The exact source of the Boston Snake Goddess is unknown; like her
companions, she has no verified archaeological provenience, meaning
"precise origin, or archaeological findspot." As a museum curator wrote in
1915, in the most comprehensive account of the Goddess to date, "No details
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