
Press Release

 

Rodzina
by Karen Cushman 

• About the Book
• About Karen Cushman and Rodzina

"As in Cushman's Newbery winner, The Midwife's Apprentice (1995), the hero 
of this lively historical novel is a mean, ugly orphan, desperate for home, and 
her adult mentor is both as tough and as needy as the orphan child. Here the 
setting is the U.S. in 1881 on the orphan train going west from Chicago to 
California, but the story of the wild, lonely pauper kids is like something out 
of Dickens . . . Twelve-year-old Rodzina's first-person account of the uproar 
on the journey makes the dramatic history immediate . . . The orphan train 
boss is a woman doctor, cold and distant, and as lonely as Rodzina. Yes, it’s 
clear that these two strong women will get together by the end; how that 
happens makes a great story." — Booklist, starred review

About the Book

Clarion Books is honored to announce the March 2003 publication of Rodzina, 
the new novel by Karen Cushman, winner of the Newbery Medal for The 
Midwife's Apprentice (Clarion Books, 1995) and a Newbery Honor for 
Catherine, Called Birdy (Clarion Books, 1994).

Famed for her uncompromising heroines, Karen Cushman has created her 
most compelling narrator to date: an ungainly, combative twelve-year-old 
orphan whose rough exterior guards a sensitive, bruised heart. Traveling by 
train from Chicago to California, the orphans on the train have been told 
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