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The Best American 
Nonrequired Reading 2002
by Dave Eggers, editor 
and Michael Cart, series editor

"This collection: it's a strange and potent mix of stuff, always frank, never shrinking, all over the 
world and back — a collection we're proud of. I hope you find something here that removes your 
head and flies away, or gets inside you and lights you up." — Dave Eggers, from the introduction

About the Book 

Introducing The Best American Nonrequired Reading 2002 (Houghton Mifflin Company; 
publication date: October 15, 2002), a selection of the best literature from mainstream and 
alternative American periodicals — the first collection of its kind aimed at readers under twenty-
five.

Our inaugural editors are Dave Eggers, author of the phenomenal bestseller A Heartbreaking 
Work of Staggering Genius, editor of McSweeney's, and founder of 826 Valencia/Youth Speaks, a 
San Francisco writing lab for city youth dedicated to helping young authors and poets reach their 
potential, and Michael Cart, a nationally recognized expert in young adult literature and reviewer 
for major national media. With the help of high school students and teachers from 826 Valencia, 
our editors combed through all kinds of magazines, zines, and journals in search of the best 
writing of the year. The selections they chose range from investigative journalism to young, 
coming-of-age, multicultural fiction to satire to alternative comics. 
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