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LIVING COLOR
Written and illustrated by Steve Jenkins

From the two-time Caldecott Honor—winning Stevekiesinow comes a new book about
the majesty of the natural world around us. You'doave to go to a museum to witness
the beauty of the great masterpieces. As Stevankesd@ brilliantly illustrates, you can
look in your own backyard!

Living Color (Houghton Mifflin, September 2007, $17.00is an explosion of color and
science. This joyful celebration of nature showsatiferent animals’ dazzling colors
and the many ways in which their hue serves a sicepurpose. The long-wattled
umbrella bird uses its flashy purple color to attr@ mate. The pretty pink fairy
armadillo’s hue blends in with the South Americéains where it lives. The common
cuttlefish uses its various tones of green andwetb communicate.

Young readers will love Jenkins’s intricate ancelvillustrations, which truly leap off
the page. Parents will enjoy the wonderful scienihecdotes and the opportunity to
explore and savor the beauty of our natural woitt their children.

Steve Jenkinshas written and illustrated nearly twenty pictuo®ks for young readers,
including the Caldecott Honor—winniifhat Do You Do with a Tail Like Thist lives
in Colorado with his wife and frequent collaborat@obin Page, and their children. To
learn more about Steve, please wisitw.stevejenkinsbooks.comor to see a slideshow
of his books, go to

Hardcover - September 2007 - $17.00 - 32 Pagesges 4-8 - PreK—Grade 3
ISBN-13: 978-0-618-70897-0

Available wherever books are sold or by calling 1@0-225-3362
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Dear Editors, Writers, and Producers,

Steve Jenkins is fast becoming one of the mosbraied authors and illustrators in children’s
books today. His signature intricate and vibrantiored paper illustrations make his subjects
come alive for the reader. This has never beem tha@ in his latest work,iving Color, which
Houghton Mifflin is proud to present this fall.

Living Color (September 2007; Houghton Mifflin) is a vivid egtion of the fascinating colors
found in the natural world. From the scarlet ilmghe blue-tongued skink, Caldecott Honor
winner Steve Jenkins shows readers how to lookiiavorld in a whole new way: by taking note
of the beauty that surrounds us every day butweabo often ignore.

Many of Steve’s ideas come from his own childrepisstions, which prompt him to look at the
world in a unique way, and his beautiful, detailadstrations help readers to do so, too. His
natural curiosity and interest in our surroundihgse led to his prestigious career as an author of
books that are perfect for animal lovers and buglémvironmentalists, but also for kids who are
interested in engineering, movement, biology, aeabgaphy.

More than just a catalogue of colbiying Color provides detailed scientific information,
teaching us not only to admire the beauty of theahworld, but also how unique colorations
help different creatures survive, attract matagjaifriends, or hide from enemies.

Steve’s work has garnered much attention in regeats, including a 2004 Caldecott Honor for
What Do You Do with a Tail Like ThiS2eve'’s titleMove!was named a New York Times Best
lllustrated Book for 2006 anglas met with rave reviews from the likesTéneandParenting
magazines. With titles such Astual Sizewhich illustrates the real difference in animazes,
andNext Stop Neptun&teve Jenkins has established himself as adlatst in the world of
nonfiction picture books. You can learn more alfstetve and his award-winning books by
visiting www.stevejenkinsbooks.com.

Steve Jenkins is available for interviews to disdus work.



A Conversation with the Author
Steve Jenkins

What inspired this book?

In the course of researching other books, I've atedga sort of laundry list of animals
that | found especially interesting — subjects imgifor a topic. These creatures might
behave in unusual ways, live in seemingly impossérivironments, exist in absurd
numbers, or be especially striking in appearanseahillustrator, it was this last group |
found most intriguing. | realized that color waseasf the most obvious visual qualities
these animals shared. Thinking about the animalsr@lso raised a question — why red,
or blue, or yellow? Few qualities of living creatarare arbitrary — natural selection sees
to that. If being very colorful doesn’t help anraail survive, it's an unlikely trait to be
passed on to its offspring.

| decided that a book about animal color would @nésin opportunity to explain how
natural selection works — how it determines an afisrappearance, as well as many of
the ways it behaves. And, of course, it would gnethe opportunity to illustrate some
of these beautifully graphic creatures.

How much research was involved in the creation ohe book?

| thought the research for this book would be gtrdorward, but found that discovering
the function of color in many of these animals \wasprisingly difficult. In many cases, it
was easier to find out how than why a creaturedamparticular way. Many books
presented a technical explanation of coloratiomeut exploring the reasons for one
color working better than another. When | couldmitl an answer in print, | wrote
biologists — often scientists who had written deticposted on biological science web
sites — with questions about specific animals.

You obviously feel that it's important to educate pung readers about the beauty of
the natural world around them. How did you becomenterested in this theme?

I've been interested in it as long as | can remenerhaps because my father is a
scientist, and took an early interest in explairtimggs about the natural world, I've
found that understanding how or why something lawkacts the way it does increases
my pleasure in it. I've found that to be true wmtly own children — they seem (even as
teenagers) to be gratified by finding out how arid/whings are as they are.

What do you want young readers to learn from this bok?

I'd like for them, first of all, to enjoy it. Thahay mean simply looking at the pictures
and appreciating that extraordinary assortmentseztures share the planet with us. It



would be great if the book helps them develop thathof looking past the appearance of
something and wondering what makes it look or laetway it does.

What was the most surprising thing you learned whi working on this book?

| was repeatedly amazed by the elegance and befhtitg solutions these animals have
evolved to what are really problems of basic swaliv

What is your favorite thing about being an author/ilustrator?

There area lot of wonderful things about writinglalfustrating — it's hard to say what
is the most rewarding. If pressed to choose ongght pick the problem-solving part of
the process — starting with an idea, or maybegusimple question, and figuring out
how to make it into a book that might give othérs same sense of wonder and
satisfaction that | have when I'm able to underdtarbit more about the way something
works.



Advanced Praise for
LIVING COLOR By Steve Jenkins

*|t's difficult to imagine a science topic betteunited to picture-book form than this one,
which offers a pageant of the most stunning, vivitdled creatures on the planet. . . .
From the pink fairy armadillo to the purple deep-gleagon fish, readers will be
fascinated by the panoply of critters that ofteensehe stuff of fairy lore, and educators
will applaud the clever concept of presenting stavadaptations as a biological fashion
show.”
—Booklist,starred review

**Jenkins once again astounds. . . . The combinaticeasy-to-understand language and
gorgeous illustrations makes this a prime choice.”
—Publishers Weeklgtarred review

“Color becomes the organizing factor in this neypleration of the quirks of the animal
world. Jenkins’s design, always striking, reactesheights of inspiration with this
offering . . . guaranteed to be a browser’s delight
—Kirkus Reviews

“Once again, Steve Jenkins introduces sciencenayathat helps children learn concepts
even as they have fun experiencing this brightlpreal book, which reflects the stunning
range of hues found in nature.”

—Ellen Mager, Booktenders Children’s, Doylestownnify/lvania

“The book’s real highlight . . . is Jenkins’s cugger collage: his animals are dazzling—
vibrantly colored and detailed. For each of theuezd animals, further information—
size, habitat, and diet, among other facts—is plewiin the end matter. There, Jenkins
also answers questions like ‘How is animal coleated?’ That's a godsend, because it's
definitely the sort of thing curious young reademt ask.”
—Horn Book



