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100 Words Every Word Lover Should Know

For the newest title in the best-selling 100 Words series, the Editors of the American 
Heritage® Dictionaries have carefully selected 100 words sure to be appreciated by language 
lovers, word mavens, and anyone who enjoys the variety and richness of the English 
language.

100 Words Every Word Lover Should Know is the perfect book for people who enjoy reading 
about words that have absorbing histories, great sounds, surprising but useful meanings or 
that have been used by famous writers throughout the history of English— words like 
cruciverbalist, fusty, and humuhumunukunukuapuaa. Additionally, 100 Words Every 
Word Lover Should Know features scores of quotations from classical and contemporary 
authors, from Henry James and Jane Austen to Sylvia Plath and William Golding.
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Here is a complete list of the words in 100 Words Every Word Lover Should Know: 

aesthetic or esthetic 
alchemy
allegory
anachronism
anathema
bailiwick
beleaguered
bromide
cappuccino
caprice
caribou
chiasmus
chortle
coccyx
crescendo
cruciverbalist 
desultory 
detritus 
didjeridoo or didgeridoo 
ebullient 
echelon 
egregious 
ephemeral 
epicure 
ersatz 
facetious 
fecundity 
focaccia 
fusty 
gemütlichkeit 
glossolalia 
gossamer 
gravamen 
halcyon 
hiatus 
humuhumunukunukuapuaa
iconoclast
insouciant
interloper 
internecine 
inveigle
jeremiad 
juxtaposition
koan 
laconic 
lagniappe 

maharajah or maharaja
malapropism
meretricious
mesmerize
meticulous
milieu
mitochondrion
nemesis
nictitate
nostrum
nudnik also nudnick
obloquy
obstreperous
oxymoron
palaver
pejorative
precarious
prestidigitation
preternatural
quark
quixotic
redolent
repugnant
rubric
sang-froid or sangfroid
sarcophagus
schwa
serendipity
sesquipedalian
shaman
sinecure
snakebit also snakebitten
soporific
succotash
susurration
syzygy
tantalize
theory
timbre
troglodyte
ullage
umlaut
vicissitude
visceral
voluptuous
wassail
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leprechaun 
litotes 
lucubrate 
magnanimous 

xerophyte
yogh
Zeitgeist
zenith
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